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A nna Mae Thompson, 70, of Long Creek, passed away Thursday, July 5, 2018, at

her home. 
Anna was born February 23, 1948, in Decatur, to Clyde and Dorothy (Bandy) Abel.

She graduated from Eisenhower High School. Anna started her nursing journey at

Barnes-Jewish College of Nursing, received her Bachelor’s degree from Millikin
University and then her Masters in Science from the University of Illinois. Anna

spent the majority of her nursing career at St. Mary’s Hospital where she worked as
an educator and director.  She later worked at Decatur Memorial Hospital and ended

her career working in Hospice when she retired in 2013. She was a member of Salem

Baptist Church in Decatur.  Anna had many passions including word puzzles,
watching baseball and spending time with her sisters.  Most of all she passionately

loved cheering on her grandchildren in all of their activities.  She was truly their
biggest fan.  Anna lived by the motto: Live life to the fullest, laugh all you can and

love with all of your heart.  She will be missed greatly by all who knew her.

She is survived by her husband, Ronald; her three daughters, Julie ( J.R.) Auton of
Decatur, Jill (Eric) Friesner of Moweaqua, Jennifer (Charley) Hendricks of

Decatur, and also Angie ( John) Bryles of Decatur and Rob (Lindsay) Thompson of
Decatur.; sixteen grandchildren, Andrew, Zachary, Nicholas, Lauren, Rachel, Brooke,

Katy, Madison, Carly, Catherine, John, Jr., Jacob, Erin, Kayla, Koven and Faith;
and three great-grandchildren; three sisters, Mary Jo Cowell of Decatur, Jean

Shewmaker of Decatur and Janet ( Jim) Monts of Cape Coral, FL. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and brother-in-law, Bill Cowell. 
Funeral services to celebrate the life of Anna Thompson will be 2 p.m. Tuesday, July

10, 2018, at Graceland/Fairlawn Funeral Home. Visitation will be from 4 to 7 p.m.
Monday, July 9, 2018 at the funeral home. Burial will be in Graceland Cemetery.

Memorials may be directed to Paw Print Ministry 226 W Eldorado St, Decatur, IL
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62522 or American Heart Association 2141 W White Oaks Dr # A, Springfield, IL

62704. 
The family of Anna Thompson is being served by Graceland/Fairlawn Funeral

Home, 2091 N. Oakland Ave. Decatur, IL. Please view the online obituary, send
condolences, and share memories at www.gracelandfairlawn.com
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CB Carl And Judy Brumaster posted:

Jennifer and Charley,We are sorry for your loss. You are in our thoughts and prayers. May your many

memories give your comfort.

July 11 at 7:25 AM

AW Ana Walker posted:

Our deepest condolences to Ron and the family she spoke so highly of and so dearly loved?? May all

those happy memories see you through the saddest times. Sincerely Ana & Paul Walker

July 9 at 2:25 PM

MS Marti Smith posted:

I so loved Anna, she was my director @ DMH…is where we met.she was more of a friend than a

boss. We had a lot of fun. Prob more than we should have at work.. we did enjoy ourselves outside of

the hospital, though.. Anna I will miss running into you at Kroger or maybe even Mickey d’s, or just

where ever.. you ALWAYS made me laugh…you are a beautiful person,I will miss you.. Heaven has

gained a very very special gal??????????????

July 9 at 12:24 PM

EW Edwina Daum Warner posted:

Anna was a friend since high school and she was a very special, beloved member of our class. She

had a great sense of humor and had a very caring spirit towards everyone. I am deeply saddened by

her loss, for her friends, but especially for her family. You were blessed to have her and we were

blessed to know her.

July 9 at 7:43 AM

SF Sandy (Diefenthaler) Fisher posted:

Anna & I were classmates at Johns Hill Junior High School..she was always fun & upbeat. We had

many good times together – she was always a joy to be around. We met up again recently on

Facebook & I enjoyed her posts of her grandkids’ activities..she was SO proud of them. I share the

sorrow of your loss..my thoughts are with all of you, her family & dear friends. I’m hoping that good

memories ease the pain of your loss of this sweet, fun, loving lady!

July 8 at 5:15 PM
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TN Toni Nash posted:

No words are adequate…no trite phrases fit the occasion. Your death has left a devastating hole in

your family. I know they will pull together to get through this because you raised three strong,

beautiful daughters who are also raising strong, beautiful children. You passed along some

remarkable genes. Go to your rest now knowing that you did an excellent job in all the best ways. I

will miss knowing that you are in this world…you were one of the best things about it.

July 8 at 2:58 PM

MC Mary Clites posted:

Julie I am so sorry for your loss. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your beautiful family.

Love you

July 8 at 2:18 PM

BD Becky Daswani posted:

Uncle Ron and family,We are truly sorry to hear of the loss of Anna. Our thoughts and prayers are

with you all at this difficult time.Love,Becky, Raj, Ava, Judy and Jody

July 8 at 9:00 AM

BC Bill And Chris posted:

Ron, Jill,Julie,Jenny and Grandchildren we are holding you all in our hearts,thoughts and prayers !!!!

Go with God !

July 8 at 6:01 AM

JS John And Linda Schumaker posted:

Ron, sorry to hear of the very unexpected death of Anna. May God wrap His loving arms around you

and your family at this time.

July 8 at 5:59 AM
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DM Debbie Mccormack posted:

Ron and Family.She was an amazing woman who totally loved her family and grandchildren. Always

keeping us CL friends what each was doing. She was so proud of each of you.To me she was Anna

Banana. We greeted each other by sticking out our tongues at each other. Showed her fun

personality. She will be missed by her C L family May you R.I.P. Anna. Heaven has a new angel. Big

hugs to her family.May God bring peace to your hearts. My prayers are with you.

July 7 at 2:57 PM

BL Bruce And Sharon Leese posted:

Anna was such a sweet, caring person, we will miss her kindness and sense of humor at Cypress

Landing, Fort Myers Florida. Our deepest sympathy to Ron and family.Our thoughts and prayers are

with all of you

July 7 at 11:50 AM

BL Bruce And Sharon Leeese posted:

Anna was such a sweet, caring person, we will miss her kindness and sense of humor at Cypress

Landing, Fort Myers Florida. Our deepest sympathy to Ron and family.Our thoughts and prayers are

with all of you.Bruce and Sharon Leese

July 7 at 11:50 AM

NK Nancy Miller Kirschberg posted:

I was a classmate of Anna’s at Barnes Hospital School of Nursing. I only have good and happy

memories of her. Just in the last couple of years I reconnected with her thanks to FB. Her posts

always made a happy place in my day. It was so obvious how much she adored her family. You are in

my heart and prayers. May her memory be an everlasting blessing to all that knew and loved her. I am

so sorry for your tremendous loss.

July 7 at 11:45 AM

CN Carolyn S Niehoff posted:

I attended nursing school with Anna and recently reconnected with her on Facebook and regarding

an upcoming reunion. I enjoyed seeing all her family pictures. It was clear she loved her family very

much and was a wonderful mother and grandmother. My thoughts and prayers are with your family.

July 7 at 10:42 AM
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JG Janie Grande posted:

My dearest friend,You will be missed in my life. I still cannot believe you are gone. You will always be

in my thoughts and prayers. I know you are in a better place. Love alwaysJanie

July 7 at 9:39 AM

TB Terry & Mary Lou Boles posted:

Ron & the Family,We wish to express our deepest sympathy with the passing of Anna. May those

fond memories of her provide comfort and strength each and every day. May she rest in Eternal

peace.May God Bless!!

July 7 at 9:20 AM

PD Pat Dillow posted:

I am so sorry for your loss. Anna lived next to me in the dorm at Barnes Nursing School for the last

21/2 years of school. She was always so bright and bubbly and full of life! I was so happy to

reconnect with her on Facebook several years back. My God give you strength. My thoughts and

prayers are with you!

July 7 at 7:42 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Anna by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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